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lllinois Division Commanders- Regarding the Annual Department
Convention that will be held in Springfield in July, and due to
vandalism, that caused the closing of the Wyndham Hotel, | wanted
to update each of you on the following information.

In addition to the President Abraham Lincoln Doubletree Hotel, we
will also be utilizing the Hilton Garden Inn, 3100 S. Dirksen Parkway,
Springfield, lllinois 62703. Rate is $122.00 per night + tax, free
parking. They have a bar and Restaurant also. Bar and Restaurant
are open Monday — Saturday from 5 p.m. — 9:30 p.m. They have a
breakfast buffet in the morning Monday — Friday 6 — 10 a.m. and
Saturday and Sunday 7 — 11 a.m., for $16.95 or you can order
breakfast off of the menu. The hotel will be on a shuttle route, which
can be obtained on the Department of lllinois website.

EXPLANATIONS for YOU REGARDING THE HOSPITALITY
ROOMS:

1.4TH Djvision Commander, | hope that the 19th District will be
willing to share the hospitality room at the President Abraham
Lincoln Hotel with the 4t" Division. If not, then they will not be
able to have a Hospitality Room. If you could please

communicate this with the 19t" District Commander and then
advise me of the decision.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?ik=a6522e30c4 &view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1831042509740006656 %7 Cmsg-f:1831042509740006656. ..

1/4


https://www.google.com/maps/search/3100+S.+Dirksen+Parkway,+Springfield,+Illinois++62703?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/3100+S.+Dirksen+Parkway,+Springfield,+Illinois++62703?entry=gmail&source=g
https://www.google.com/maps/search/3100+S.+Dirksen+Parkway,+Springfield,+Illinois++62703?entry=gmail&source=g

5/19/25, 10:42 AM Gmail - lllinois Department Convention American Legion

> 18t 2nd 3rd 55hd 5th pjvision Commanders- The Hilton
Garden Inn has a group of what are called the Presidential
Meeting rooms, on the first floor, which will be assigned as
follows:

a. Pre-Function Room — BAR, where ALL ALCOHOL and SODA
will be served by a bartender.

The below rooms are where you can meet and party, after
they receive their drinks from the Pre-Function Room

The Pre-Function Room alcohol service days and hours will
be:

Wednesday, July 9, 6 — 10 p.m.
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, July 10 -12, 6 — 11 p.m.

Divisions MAY USE THE PRESIDENTIAL MEETING ROOMS AT
OTHER HOURS for food and comradeship, BUT NO
ALCOHOL WILL BE ALLOWED except on those designated
days and hours and again only from the bartender in the Pre-
Function Room. No crock pots, No roaster ovens, no type of
heating device whether sterno, electric or whatever.

Regarding food in these meeting rooms, we have received a
Proof of Liability Insurance from the Legion Department of lllinois
to cover those rooms.

3. The following will be the assigned Hilton Garden Inn Hospitality
rooms by Division:

». 15t Division, Lincoln

..2"d pjvision and Districts 11 & 12, Reagan Washington

(2"9 Division Commander please convey this
information to the 11 & 12 District Commanders)

If you could please communicate this with the 11 & 12
District Commanders, and then advise me of the decision.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?ik=a6522e30c4 &view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f:1831042509740006656 %7 Cmsg-f:1831042509740006656. ..

2/4



5/19/25, 10:42 AM Gmail - lllinois Department Convention American Legion
I hope they understand as we do not have the amount
of Hospitality rooms that we had at the Wyndham.

4. 3" Division Roosevelt
..5th Division Kennedy

4.We cannot bring in alcohol and the hotel MUST provide a
bartender. | will ensure that the cost for the bartender is covered
on the days listed in item 2a above, as it is $75 per hour. | will
also ensure that the cost for the initial order of alcohol (Can
Beer; Bourbon; Vodka; Gin; Tequila; Rum) and Soda are
covered. The hotel is selling these items to us at what they pay

for it, so they have no mark up. 15t,2"d 3rd and 5t Djvision
Commanders if you want additional alcohol, from the initial
“complimentary” then once | receive a listing and cost, you will
have to let me know and then pay the cost to Springfield Post
32. This still must be served by the Paid Bartender.

EXPLANATIONS for YOU REGARDING AVAILABLE SUITES:

1. If you desire a Suite, get back to me ASAP, but no

later than Monday, May 12. Will need name, address, phone
number, date in and date out. Suites will be $132.00 per night +
tax. After May 12, | will advise the Hilton Garden Inn to release
the suites for others.

Obviously, we would like to fill the President Abraham Lincoln
Doubletree hotel first, as they are the headquarters. If your
attendees wish, they can make room reservations immediately, as
follows:

President Abraham Lincoln Doubletree:

For LEGION Reservations: www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-
event/americanlegion2025convention/
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For AUXILIARY Reservations: www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-
event/americanlegionauxiliary/

You may also call at 1/866-788-1860 or 217/544-8800. Please
use the Group Code of “AML” for the Legion and “AUX” for
the Auxiliary.

Hilton Garden Inn:

To phone in reservations to the Hilton Garden Inn, they call 217/529-
7171 Group Code is AML

To reserve over the internet use: https://www.American
Legion Department of IL - Hilton Garden Inn Springfield - July
8-13 2025

Thank you for your time and consideration. | look forward to
hearing back from you regarding the Suites or other items
you may have. | will be out of town at National Headquarters
for the Spring Meetings from a.m. Saturday, May 3, until the

evening of Wednesday, May 7th so you may not hear back
from me until after May 7.

Mike Walton, Convention Director
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